
 

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY, 

Just about two years ago, our church family commissioned the missional effort to the 

apartments across the street. This was another way our church family responded to the mandate of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to go into the world and make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19-20). Our 

main strategy for this missional effort is to raise awareness and build intentional gospel- driven 

relationships among the people at Avery. 

It might be surprising for many of you to know that many nations and people groups from all 

kinds of religious background are represented at the Avery apartments. We have had the privilege to 

engage people from the South American to African countries. In this sense, beyond all doubt the Lord 

has providentially brought the nations right to our doorsteps, so that, according to Psalm 96:3, his 

glory and marvelous works might be declared among all nations and peoples across the street of our 

church locale. 

Like every mission field, the gate of hell seems to pervade the atmosphere at Avery. 

Therefore, our presence and missional efforts at Avery, beyond all doubt, is a threat to the kingdom 

of darkness. With great joy, we can say, with all confidence, that the gates of hell have not 

prevailed as the Lord Jesus Christ promised, (Matt. 16:18). The Lord, our great and mighty warrior, 

has proved himself to be at work in charging against the gates of hell at Avery for his glory. 

Therefore, in 2022, to the glory of God, the Lord has helped us have many gospel conversations, and 

bible study times with individuals. The Lord has helped us raise the awareness that our church family 

is available to serve them as we build various relationships. For these great things that the Lord have 

done so far at Avery, we join Paul in proclaiming, “to the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 

only God be honor and glory forever and ever.” Amen. 1 Tim. 1:17. 

In sum, in the year 2022, we were able to serve the Avery community in three gospel- driven 

ways, namely, Love Avery, Trunk or Treat, and Avery Holiday Help. 
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On July 30th, 2022, during Love the Ville, we organized a community cook-out for the 

Avery community. We had a great turn out, more than we were expecting, especially 

considering the time of the day this event took place. We had water slide for the kids. 

The families who attended were especially appreciative of the water slide because the 

swimming pool at Avery was closed at the time. They were thankful that their kids were able 

to enjoy some water park themed cook-out. More than that, we had opportunities to share 

the gospel with individuals and build significant relationships through this event.  

 

 

 

LOVE AVERY 



On October 31st, 2022, we also organized a Trunk or Treat event at Avery’s main 

parking lot. We had all sorts of treats, games, and refreshment available that evening. We 

had about twelve car trunks filled with assorted treats available for the many families with 

their children dressed in Halloween costumes. Shout out to our church family members who 

volunteered, and our team members who also dressed up in costumes as we seek to invest in 

the lives of these families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT 



 

AVERY HOLIDAY HELP 

During the Christmas season, we distributed Holiday Help questionnaires. We asked 

how we can be praying for them, and how we can help their family tangibly during 

the Christmas season. We had about ten responses, all of whom we prayed for 

individually. Apart from the individual who specifically requested nothing but prayers, 

as a church family, we were able to bless their families with $50 gift cards to Kroger. 

In addition to this, we were also able to provide some rent support for couple of 

them. We delivered the gift cards to them individually, and we had the opportunity to 

listen, empathize, share the hope of Christ, and prayed for many of them who were 

going through very difficult times during the Christmas season. If there is anything we 

have learnt as a major challenge in all our interactions with the people of Avery the 

past year, it is this: that many are suffering without hope, and they are in desperate 

need of salvation and gospel-centered relationships and community, but the enemy is 

evidently preventing them from reaching out and calling on the Lord who is able to 

save. Therefore, let the people of God pray that the Lord will continue to use our 

team to engage these people for his glory and their salvation. 

 

 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGAGEMENT 

Throughout the year, our team members go out knocking on doors, inviting them 

to church and sharing the hope of the gospel with them. Over the last year, we have 

had some folks joined us for our major church events, such as I Love my Church 

Sunday, the Vacation Bible School etc. While their coming may not be consistent, 

because we are intentional in reaching out and encouraging them to visit us, they are 

now aware that our church family is at their disposal. 

Also, throughout the year, we have had various opportunities to have meals 

with individuals and have heartfelt conversations in those mealtimes. To the glory of 

God, there is a particular young unmarried couple that the Lord has being using our 

relationship with them to bring about an awakening in their lives. Please pray for that 

the Lord will continue to work in their lives, as he is evidently drawing them to 

himself. 

 

 

 



As we begin the new year, we are excited to see what the Lord will do through us this 

year, therefore, we ask that you all pray for these things: 

 Pray that the Lord will save souls for His kingdom as we engage with the many at the 

Avery and its surrounding apartments. 

 

 Pray that the Lord will stir-up within the heart of those who are professing Christians at 

Avery but have become apathetic to joining the saints of God in worship on Sundays, that 

the Lord would bring these to join us on Sundays, so that they might have a gospel 

community. 

 

 Pray that the Lord will bless the various initiatives and strategies that we will employ in 

our engagement with the souls at Avery and its surrounding apartments this new year. 

 

 Pray that the Lord will strengthen the relationships that are already established with 

individuals and families, and that more relationships will be built this new year. 

 

 Pray that the Lord will give our team members wisdom and boldness to share the gospel 

as we go out on specific days of the month for evangelism and invite folks to church this 

new year. 

 

 Pray that the Lord will help us start a weekly Bible Study this year as we make plans 

towards it. 

 

 Pray that the Lord will stir-up more members of our church family, especially young 

married couples amidst us, to join us this year in engaging the apartments around our 

church locale with the gospel. 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 



Thank you! Thank you!! Thank you!!! To every individual who helped and volunteered to 

serve the Avery community, in all our events, since the inception of this missional effort. 

A special thank you to each of the Avery Ministry Team members who have invested a lot 

of their time and energy to engage the souls at Avery, we pray that the Lord who is your 

eternal reward will reward each of you accordingly. Amen! 

Lastly, without the prayers and financial support of every member at Ninth & O, this 

work will be almost impossible. Therefore, a big THANK YOU to every member of our church 

family, for your financial and prayer support over the year. It is our prayer that our good 

Lord will continue to use his church for his glory at Avery and its surrounding apartments. 

Amen! 

Yours in Christ, 

Ben Nguyen & Timothy Babatunde 

 

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU 
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